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4222 Private
Edwin Johnston lrwin
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. Hewzs 13%h Jovomhor «1917e L/f//
A4sk ATSTRALIAHS IRWIE, 3.5._ AR2g
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Cdor.
Be 52231 Lithel9)7¢ Dote /3

Ho mas derk, 2odium build, snd sbout 27 or 28 gears cf ago.
B Ee wag k4liad by sholl of Bullecourt 4n "#o Han's lsyd" on
Apzril 11th,1917, Ho wee killed fnstantive e Tels &9
S .%rlm of the 14tk Batt., DeCoe, z#OW _wifh tho Ba =kicn,
tok svorything off him, =#nd sent AfFe o his paople in
Zngland I think. Ho wont %0 seo them »shen ho wag on leovo

I think,
Inforzant: Gilbert, CeAlS. 5932
e 14th iugtralionsg, B.Cos, VIiIeZltn,
: i Avatralisn Comp, ROwolles,
T 81T “’\
e
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"'l4th Batta. -  Irwin.
a T VAO‘IOFO Eo JI . 4222

. ° ] ! B
"Ri1led in Aetion 11.4.177 CAarm ka-:tn.

Coneerning Ho.4222! Pte.B.U.Irwin, killed on the 11th April lest.
I can tell he wus kilied right enoush as I wes by his gide when he
¥ell. He died instuntly as thebullet that siruck him went to his
. hezrt. Ve were in a chnrege at the time andhe fell bafore we reached our
second objective, 80 =22 I had 40 po on I hed no time to bury him but T -
t ook all nig papers and wallet and went da with the fighting, intend-
inz tc return ani bury hie lzter, but before I zot & chance 4o gzo baek
.t 0 him, the Germans counter-stiackes and »fier some herd fighting they
. drove us out and forced us to retire ou to onr omm origimel front line
8¢ I can't tell you if he was bnried s% all. 3Zome one might hove
buried him before the ctiack, if 30 he would be buried on the field near
Bullecourt. His mother lives in Belfsst Ireland =nd whilst ca furleugh
T went and suow her and tolé her ©ll but kept it from her thst I Aia
not xnow wnether he waz burie’ &t 811, but T t0ld her some of his &
. sigters and I éare 3ay they keptit from the mother. Was it har ihat
- . mas enguiring.If he wes buried there is 2 chence thet some of the lads
'(},qulé'stick 2 piece of Bgod or 2 board on his zsrsve with his nome and
- pumber on it, but I herdly think there would be time for thet as we




ldth Battn. T ) -2 Irwin, u//(
) : Ao_cFo - ' . . EoJ- 4622 -

loat heavily that fatal morning. TIf ever I go mear that part sgain I
will have nn eyc even for his name on the niuaercus orosses on the
battTG field. .

I.etter “rom--
4224 PteTuW.Irvine
: : B.Coy. 14th Bat'n.
s . © . rrance 20.11.1%.
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Dogsmbar 6th, 1317,

=24 Zte.7.V,.Irvine,
B.Coy, l.ith Bitn,
A.I.F.', B.E.P.

Dear Pte.lr?ine,

We have to thenk you very mumch for your lettor inp
acswer 1o our enqniry concerming g
. : o > V{\ -

4522 E. 0 IENTE, QA
14t TP s Yoy,
b3,

The deteiled information you have sent will be of pmeh

- &apistance to us s2pd of greet valie %6 our enquivers as

they will learn through you that decth wmes instentaneong
whioh is eiways a comfort to friends end relatives.

Our enquiry ocame to us from onr Meltonrre gireau, but
names of enguirdrs sre not gabled or ser: ug,, mtrely the
pextioulars of the soldiers enguired for. e pruaire those

“.enquiries sre mede on behslf of the next of kir or relafives,

We should indeed ve grateful if you conld as you suggest
send us word if later you discovered his name on any eross
in the neighbdurhooi.

#e very much fegret that we heve not yet been able to
to colleot any informetion concerning

4223 J.F.IRVITE,
i4th Bettalion,

A.1.F, “Hissing 11.4.17" -

but we have entered your neme as enquirer and shell inform

';:“'yqn immedistely we receive anything,

. 8gt.W.C.Groves, has not yet written to the Red Cross




end the only address we have.for him is Lirburgs bnt ag

- t2et is nerely s VemTorery  oeop Srom which men are ustrlly

'8ent off %0 ciher zermanent CRup3 RewroRid avgpest shen you
wrote to Sgt.Groves thot ¥ou addresset yonr lefters

C/o Frisoners of Ver Depet,
Austrelian Rea Cross, B.R.C,8,,
36, Grosvener Zlace, S.%.1.

and we shonld always be shle to Torserd theseses wa receive
potification of chenge Gf zédress from time to time from
the men themselves and fros the offigiel liats sent frog
Rermany, .
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00¢ wigkee,
- . Ycurs faithfully,\f
/ EJ
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